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Esther: Message in Disguise
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Historical Context - 1957 ¥ (1

605 BCE — 4" yr. Yehoyakim — Nebuchadnezzar conquers Jerusalem

597 BCE - Exile of Jehoiachin

586 BCE — Destruction of Jerusalem and the temple; mass deportation of Judeans to Babylon
585 BCE — Assassination of Gedaliah

561-60 BCE — Release of exiled king Jehoiachin (first edition of Primary History)

559 BCE — Cyrus the Great (559-30) comes to Persian throne

539 BCE — Cyrus Conquers Babylon - ACHAEMENID Empire

538 BCE — Edict of Cyrus ; First Return under Sheshbazzar

530 BCE — Cambyses (530-522) — succeeds Cyrus, unexpectedly dies ca. July 522

522 BCE - Revolt of Gaumata (Bardiya or Smerdis) and problems of accession; Darius I (the
Great) takes office (522-486), organizes satrapies

522 -21 BCE Darius consolidates his empire; Zerubbel appointed governor in Yehud

520 BCE — Work begins (again) on the rebuilding of the Jerusalem temple; Temple
refoundation ceremony (24 Kislev)

518 BCE — Darius decrees codification and authority of Egyptian laws (autonomy?)

516 — Temple rededication

486-465 Xerxes I (Achashveirosh)?

1. The king's Persian name — wINwn  is very similar to the name in Hebrew — WIMUNN,
especially when attention is paid to the way in which the name is written in 10:1, without
the vav

2. The Greek historian Herodotus, who describes the Achaemenid Persian dynasty in vivid
colors, speaks of Xerxes as a king overcome with lust for women and wine (echoing the
description of Achashverosh in Esther), and also as having a magnificent palace in

Shushan, and reigning from India to Ethiopia.



3. In the Babylonian city of Sifar, an administrative record was discovered noting that during
the period of this king there was a senior official from the city of Shushan who served as
the royal treasurer by the name of Mardukda. This name is highly reminiscent of
Mordekhai the Jew.

4. Finally, the only other biblical reference (outside of Esther) to Haman's decree, in Ezra,
would seem to identify Achashverosh as Xerxes: "The people of the land would weaken
the hands of the people of Judea, and frightened them off from building. They hired
advisors against them, to frustrate their planning, throughout the time of Cyrus, King of
Persia, and until the reign of Darius, King of Persia. And during the reign of
Achashverosh, at the beginning of his reign, they wrote accusations against the
inhabitants of Judea and Jerusalem. And during the days of Artaxerxes they wrote..."
(Ezra 4:4-7). If, indeed, Achashverosh was Xerxes, then we have an orderly account of

the beginning of the dynasty: Cyrus — Darius — Xerxes (Achashverosh) — Artaxerxes.]

483 - Xerxes I of Persia is encouraged by his cousin and brother-in-law, Mardonius, supported
by a strong party of exiled Greeks, to take revenge for the defeat that Darius I suffered at the hands of
the Greeksat Marathon in 490 BC. In response, Xerxes prepares for a major expedition to crush the
Greeks. To avoid a repeat of the significant losses to the Persian fleet that occurred in 492 BC, Xerxes
has a canal cut through the promontory of Mount Athos.

464-424 Artaxerses I (Artachshasta?) Return of Ezra (7), Return of Nechemia (20-34)

[This view is supported by the Septuagint (where the king's name appears as "Artaxerxes") and
by Josephus Flavius]

424-423 Xerxes 11

423-404 — Darius 11
404-358-Artaxerxes II

358-338 Artaxerxes II1

338-336 — Artaxerxes IV

336-330 Darius II1

332-320 Alexander the Great

312 - Battle of Gaza, n17ww 3°12 n2°nn

v nnsn: CYRUS PROCLAMATION
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Cyrus Cylinder

[When ... Mar]duk, king of the whole of heaven and earth, the ....... who, in his ..., lays waste his
the gods who lived therein, and made permanent sanctuaries for them. I collected together all of
their people and returned them to their settlements,
and the gods of the land of Sumer and Akkad which Nabonidus — to the fury of the lord of the
gods — had brought into Shuanna, at the command of Marduk, the great lord,

I returned them unharmed to their cells, in the sanctuaries that make them happy. May all the
gods that I returned to their sanctuaries,

every day before Bel and Nabu, ask for a long life for me, and mention my good deeds, and say to
Marduk, my lord, this: “Cyrus, the king who fears you, and Cambyses his son,



may they be the provisioners of our shrines until distant (?) days, and the population of Babylon
call blessings on my kingship. I have enabled all the lands to live in peace.

586 BCE|
Churhan
Bayit Rishon

Seder Olam Historians
{Majority of Chazal) | (Minority of Chazal)

— 538 - Koresh (Cyrus)

534 - Woresh —
331 - Achashweyrosh —— 530 - Cambyzes

519 - Meaqill - 522 Daryavesh (Dariuz)

517 - Daryavesh - mMegitia 513 - Zecharya
(Artachshasta) 576 - Biryan—] — 221518 -Binyan — perek 7

510 - Ezra's Aliys D2t Sheini | v

— 4386 - Achashveyrosh (Xerxes)

— 474 - Meqgilla

— 465 - Artachsasta (Arnexerxes)
— 453 - Ezra's Aliva

Yerushalayim or Shushan: Jews in Diaspora (11
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17) Sefer HaKuzari (11.24):

"Had the entire nation enthusiastically answered the divine call to return to the Land, the
idyllic prophecies of the return to Zion would have been fulfilled and the Sh'china would
have returned. In reality, however, only a small portion returned. The majority remained in
Bavel, willfully accepting the exile, as they did not wish to leave their homes and businesses
etc..."
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