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There is a long-standing Minhag Yisrael to 
begin to study mishnayot from one chapter of 
Pirkei Avot each Shabbat afternoon through-
out the spring and summer, beginning imme-
diately following Pesach. Tradition has it, 
that our study of the particular chapter of 
the week is introduced each week by reciting 
and reviewing the well-known Mishna from 
Masechet Sanhedrin: 

Kol Yisrael Yesh Lahem Chelek L’Olam 
Haba-All of Israel has a portion in the 
World to Come.

It’s interesting to note that the letter lamed, 
used as a prefix in the word, L’Olam, literally 
means to or into. The Netivot Shalom, the 
Slonimer Rebbe zy’a, clarified this teaching 
to mean that there are many different path-
ways, different portions which can lead us to 
the world to come. Each member of Israel has 
their own unique pathway, their own unique 
set of merits that can secure them a place in 
the world to come. According to the Rebbe, 
there are many different paths to goodness, 
different types of righteous individuals.

Rabbi Avraham Schorr,shlita, in his Sefer 
Halekach V’Halivuv, asks a very fundamen-
tal question regarding this introduction to 
our weekly study of Pirkei Avot. Why do 
we introduce our study of the mishnayot of 
Pirkei Avot, with this teaching from another 
masechet of mishnayot?

Rabbi Schorr answers, quoting the Sefat 
Emet, the Gerrer Rebbe zy’a, that the mish-
nayot of Pirkei Avot, are primarily about 
character refinement, striving for greater 

morality and spiritual clarity as individuals, 
in our relationships with one another, and 
our relationships with Hakadosh Baruch Hu. 
A person might think that the moral code 
and refinement which is included throughout 
the entire six chapters of Pirkei Avot, might 
be too difficult to achieve or strive for, and 
therefore fail to see the relevance and inspi-
ration encoded within each and every mishna 
in Pirkei Avot. Therefore,explains the Sefat 
Emet, we need to reflect on the message of 
our introductory mishna which we import 
from Masechet Sanhedrin-Kol Yisrael yesh 
LaHem Chelek L’Olam Haba.We are reminded 
by this teaching that every single Jew has a 
portion in the world to come. Each and every 
one of us has within us capabilities that are 
beyond this world! Hashem bestows each 
of us with divine capabilities, with spiritual 
strength to move beyond the mundane, and 
achieve heightened spiritual and moral 
consciousness, to live a life of kedusha and 
profound meaning.

Yehi Ratzon, as we return to our annual 
study of Pirkei Avot, may we indeed merit to 
find within these sacred teachings the inspi-
ration and wisdom to awaken those divine 
kochot within each of us. 




