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Introduction to 
Bishul Akum 

The prohibition 
According to Biblical law, food that is 

completely kosher and cooked by a non-
Jew is permitted. However, our Sages 
decreed that such food, even when cooked 
in kosher utensils, is prohibited for con-
sumption. This prohibition is known as 
bishul akum. In the coming weeks we 
will discuss the parameters of this rab-
binic prohibition, including the reasons 
behind the decree, when it applies, and 
the practical halacha for modern indus-
trial kashrut.

Food is a very connecting element in 
every society. That is the basis behind the 
decree of bishul akum. Our Sages were very 
concerned about close relationships with 
non-Jews since intermarriage is a very 
severe transgression. The prohibition effec-
tively limits Jews and gentiles dining with 
each other, although there is no specific 
prohibition against dining with a non-Jew 
per se. (See Rashi on Avodah Zara 31:b.) 
Forbidding the non-Jew’s cooking would 
be enough to create an emotional distance 
such that families wouldn’t marry into 
each other. 

Rabbeinu Tam (Tosfot Avodah Zara 38:a) 
and Rambam (Ma’achalot Asurot 17:9) 

maintain that the decree is based on this 
issue of closeness to non-Jews that could 
lead to intermarriage; this is the opinion of 
most early authorities. However, Rashi and 
others attribute a different reasoning to the 
prohibition of bishul akum, which is that 
non-Jews might mix non-kosher ingredi-
ents into the kosher food. In future articles 
we will discuss whether the parameters of 
bishul akum are based on both of these rea-
sons or just one. However, it is clear from 
numerous sources that the danger of inter-
marriage is the main reason behind the 
prohibition (See Torat Habayit 3:7).

The decree is binding regardless of the 
reason 

Since the transgression of intermar-
riage was the primary concern behind our 
Sages’ decree, their goal was to powerfully 
discourage the possibility of developing 
emotional connections to non-Jews that 
could lead to intermarriage either in 
that generation or the next. Accordingly, 
early authorities discuss whether the 
prohibition of bishul akum still applies 
even in situations where intermarriage 
is not technically possible. For example, 
Rashba, in his responsa (1:248), examines 
the case of food cooked by a priest. Being 
that Catholic priests do not marry nor do 
they have children with whom to inter-
marry, is it permitted to eat food cooked 
by a priest even though the reason for 
bishul akum seemingly does not apply to 
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him? Rashba answers that we have a rule 
regarding rabbinic decrees:  even when 
the reason does not apply, the prohibition 
still stands. This is a necessary element 
in every rabbinic prohibition. Otherwise, 
Rashba explains, people could rationalize 
and find reasons why any decree should 
not apply in their particular situation. 
Accordingly, Rashba concludes that even 
food cooked by a Catholic priest has the 
prohibition of bishul akum. A similar 
ruling is made by Ramban (Avodah Zara 
35:a) regarding non-Jewish royalty who, 
because of their stature, are prohibited 
from marrying Jews. He maintains that 
the fact that the non-Jews are royalty is 
irrelevant, and that the decree of bishul 
akum stands regardless of the reason 
behind it. Taz (YD 112:1) , Shach (YD 
112:4) and Pri Megadim (YD 112:1) cite 
these rulings as axioms of the laws of 
bishul akum.

Other examples
Later authorities discuss similar cases 

where the logic behind bishul akum may 
not apply. Responsa Shevet Kehati (6:273) 
rules that even food cooked by a non-Jew-
ish child is considered bishul akum, despite 
the fact that the chances of marriage seem 
remote. The same is true for food cooked 
in a faraway country where Jews cannot 
travel -- bishul akum still applies.      

In summary:
Our Sages prohibited food cooked by 

gentiles, even if the ingredients and uten-
sils are kosher.

The reason cited by most authorities is 
the risk of intermarriage.

Even in cases with virtually no risk of 
intermarriage, the food is still prohibited, 
including non-Jewish royalty, priests, 
young children, and non-Jews from distant 
lands. 
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Old Katamon: 4-room apartment in a small and quiet street, 101 
sqm, renovated, very bright and airy, master bedroom, Safe room 
(mamad), sukkah balcony, view, elevator, 3,400,000 NIS 

Old Katamon: 4-room apartment, 90 sqm, well split, bright, airy, 
sukkah balcony facing a magnificent panoramic view, 3 exp. Shabbat 
elevator, parking, 3,290,000 NIS 

Old Katamon: Spacious 3-room apartment in a very quiet street, 75 
sqm, sukkah balcony facing a green and pastoral view, 3 exp. Shabbat 
elevator, private parking, storeroom, 2,690,000 NIS 

RASCO: new 4 room apartment, 95m, master suite, 
elevator, balcony, very nice view 2,950,000 NIS
ARNONA: 4-room apartment, 90m, beautifully renovated, 
master suite, balcony, storage, Shabbat elevator, private 
parking 3,250,000 NIS
BAKA: New 4 room apartment in a new building, 88m, 
master suite, storage, Shabbat elevator, private parking, 
3,950,000 NIS
RECHAVIA: 4-room apartment, 92m,  Suka balcony, 
Shabbat elevator, fully accessible, private parking, storage 
4,400,000 NIS
ARNONA: 5-room apartment, 120m, balcony, elevator,  
fully accessible, private parking, storage 4,350,000 NIS
BAKA: 5-room garden apartment, 140m, master suite, 
private parking, storage, full of light, airy, nice garden, 
5,000,000 NIS
OLD KATAMON: Spacious new 5-room penthouse, 155m, 
terrace, great panoramic view, underfloor heating, Shabat 
elevator, 2 parking, + rental unit, 8,900,000 NIS
FOR RENT: BAKA: nice 4-room apartment, 82m, beautifully 
renovated, master suite, air conditioners, balcony,  
2nd floor, elevator - fully accessible, storage, 8,000 NIS

Bishul Akum and  
Non-religious Jews PART 1

Our Sages decreed that certain foods 
cooked by non-Jews are prohibited to 
consume, even when the food is entirely 
kosher. Based on most early authorities 
(see Tosfot Avodah Zara 38:a), the reason 
for this decree is concern about possible 
intermarriage resulting the closeness that 
might develop from eating with non-Jews.

Later authorities raise the question of 
whether non-religious Jews are included in 
this decree. Tiferet Lemoshe (Pitchei Teshuva 
YD 113:1) claims that since the basis of the 
decree is the concern of intermarriage 
through mingling, this decree should not 
include Jews, since there is no prohibition 
against marrying the children of non-religious 
Jews. On the other hand, Tiferet Lemoshe also 
mentions an additional reason brought down 
by Rashi (Avodah Zara 38:a) and other early 
authorities (see: Rashi mentions that another 
reason for the decree of prohibiting kosher 
food cooked by a non-Jew is the concern that a 
non-Jew would intentionally mix non-kosher 
food into the cooked dish, in order to cause 
Jews to transgress. According to this reason, 
even a non-religious Jew could conceivably 
do this and therefore might be included in the 
decree of bishul akum.
WHAT IS A MUMAR?

Halachically, the status of a Jew who has 

sinned, even in something quite severe 
such as illicit relations, remains unchanged 
(see Sanhedrin 44:a). However, there are 
some exceptions. Numerous sources state 
that a Jew who believes in and worships 
foreign gods has lost his or her status as a 
halachic Jew. This removal of status is so 
severe that such a person may not slaugh-
ter kosher animals, which may only be 
done by a Jew; they are not permitted to 
perform a circumcision (brit milah) and 
they cannot testify for any binding Jewish 
ceremony such as a wedding or divorce. 
The Gemara in Chullin (4:b) adds that one 
who publicly transgresses the laws of 
Shabbat is also in this category. Rashi on 
the Gemara explains that a Jew who des-
ecrates Shabbat is denying Hashem’s cre-
ation of the world, which is heresy. These 
severe sins classify someone as a Mumar 
(apostate, someone who has left the fold). 

This classification is relevant to bishul 
akum since it is the source of a serious dis-
pute between early and later authorities 
regarding the status of Jews who do not 
observe Shabbat or who worship other 
gods, and whether they are included in 
the decree of bishul akum. And of course if 
they are included in the decree, it would be 
prohibited to consume their cooked food 
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even if it was kosher. 
MARRYING A MUMAR

As seen before by Tiferet Lemoshe, only 
according to the second reasoning behind 
bishul akum — i.e., the suspicion of mix-
ing in non-kosher food — would a mumar 
status qualify for the bishul akum decree. 
However, certain authorities claim that 
even according to the original reason for 
bishul akum — the concern of intermar-
riage — a mumar would be included in 
the decree. Mahar”i Asad (YD 31) brings 
proof from early authorities (Ran on Chulin 
4:b) that a mumar is not only considered 
“not Jewish” in relation to testimony and 
kosher slaughter; there is also a prohibi-
tion against marrying a mumar, just like 
any non-Jew. Other authorities also concur 
with this conclusion (Mahara”m Shik 281, 
Avnei Nezer 92:5). 

Many authorities disagree. According 
to the dissenting view, although we have 
rules that are meant to distance us from 
mumarim, there is no prohibition against 
marrying one, since they are still essen-
tially Jewish and can return to keeping 
mitzvot. Rav Ovadia Yosef in his responsa 
(Yabia Omer YD 5:10) brings numerous 
proofs from the numerous sources that 
marrying a mumar’s child is certainly 
permitted.
BISHUL AKUM BY KARAITES 

Another point discussed regarding bishul 
akum as it relates to a non-shomer shab-
bat Jew is the status of Karaites. Karaites 

believe that all of the Divine command-
ments which were handed down to Moses 
by God were recorded in the written 
Torah, without any additional Oral Law 
or explanation. Halachically they are cer-
tainly Jewish, but their rejection of the 
Oral Law accords them a status similar 
to a mumar. Interestingly, Pri Chadash 
(YD 112:1) and Pri Megadim (YD 112:3), 
both very dominant halachic poskim, rule 
that Karaites are included in the decree 
of bishul akum. This is perplexing, since 
Karaites are definitely Jewish. Some 
authorities see these rulings as proof that 
nonobservant Jews are included in the 
decree, since they should be no different 
than Karaites (see Responsa Yehuda Ya’alei 
YD 34). The Pri Chadash himself adds that 
since the Karaites desecrate the holidays, it 
is as if they are not Jewish. 

The subject of food cooked by the 
non-religious in terms of bishul aku’m is 
very complicated. We will expand on the  
subject in our next article. 

A small Sefer Torah with its own 
Aron Kodesh is available to shiva houses 

or for any other necessary occasion 
on a temporary free-loan basis. 

If needed call Uri Hirsch 0545513173




