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Introduction to 
Bishul Akum 

The prohibition 
According to Biblical law, food that is 

completely kosher and cooked by a non-
Jew is permitted. However, our Sages 
decreed that such food, even when cooked 
in kosher utensils, is prohibited for con-
sumption. This prohibition is known as 
bishul akum. In the coming weeks we 
will discuss the parameters of this rab-
binic prohibition, including the reasons 
behind the decree, when it applies, and 
the practical halacha for modern indus-
trial kashrut.

Food is a very connecting element in 
every society. That is the basis behind the 
decree of bishul akum. Our Sages were very 
concerned about close relationships with 
non-Jews since intermarriage is a very 
severe transgression. The prohibition effec-
tively limits Jews and gentiles dining with 
each other, although there is no specific 
prohibition against dining with a non-Jew 
per se. (See Rashi on Avodah Zara 31:b.) 
Forbidding the non-Jew’s cooking would 
be enough to create an emotional distance 
such that families wouldn’t marry into 
each other. 

Rabbeinu Tam (Tosfot Avodah Zara 38:a) 
and Rambam (Ma’achalot Asurot 17:9) 

maintain that the decree is based on this 
issue of closeness to non-Jews that could 
lead to intermarriage; this is the opinion of 
most early authorities. However, Rashi and 
others attribute a different reasoning to the 
prohibition of bishul akum, which is that 
non-Jews might mix non-kosher ingredi-
ents into the kosher food. In future articles 
we will discuss whether the parameters of 
bishul akum are based on both of these rea-
sons or just one. However, it is clear from 
numerous sources that the danger of inter-
marriage is the main reason behind the 
prohibition (See Torat Habayit 3:7).

The decree is binding regardless of the 
reason 

Since the transgression of intermar-
riage was the primary concern behind our 
Sages’ decree, their goal was to powerfully 
discourage the possibility of developing 
emotional connections to non-Jews that 
could lead to intermarriage either in 
that generation or the next. Accordingly, 
early authorities discuss whether the 
prohibition of bishul akum still applies 
even in situations where intermarriage 
is not technically possible. For example, 
Rashba, in his responsa (1:248), examines 
the case of food cooked by a priest. Being 
that Catholic priests do not marry nor do 
they have children with whom to inter-
marry, is it permitted to eat food cooked 
by a priest even though the reason for 
bishul akum seemingly does not apply to 
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him? Rashba answers that we have a rule 
regarding rabbinic decrees:  even when 
the reason does not apply, the prohibition 
still stands. This is a necessary element 
in every rabbinic prohibition. Otherwise, 
Rashba explains, people could rationalize 
and find reasons why any decree should 
not apply in their particular situation. 
Accordingly, Rashba concludes that even 
food cooked by a Catholic priest has the 
prohibition of bishul akum. A similar 
ruling is made by Ramban (Avodah Zara 
35:a) regarding non-Jewish royalty who, 
because of their stature, are prohibited 
from marrying Jews. He maintains that 
the fact that the non-Jews are royalty is 
irrelevant, and that the decree of bishul 
akum stands regardless of the reason 
behind it. Taz (YD 112:1) , Shach (YD 
112:4) and Pri Megadim (YD 112:1) cite 
these rulings as axioms of the laws of 
bishul akum.

Other examples
Later authorities discuss similar cases 

where the logic behind bishul akum may 
not apply. Responsa Shevet Kehati (6:273) 
rules that even food cooked by a non-Jew-
ish child is considered bishul akum, despite 
the fact that the chances of marriage seem 
remote. The same is true for food cooked 
in a faraway country where Jews cannot 
travel -- bishul akum still applies.      

In summary:
Our Sages prohibited food cooked by 

gentiles, even if the ingredients and uten-
sils are kosher.

The reason cited by most authorities is 
the risk of intermarriage.

Even in cases with virtually no risk of 
intermarriage, the food is still prohibited, 
including non-Jewish royalty, priests, 
young children, and non-Jews from distant 
lands. 
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Old Katamon: 4-room apartment in a small and quiet street, 101 
sqm, renovated, very bright and airy, master bedroom, Safe room 
(mamad), sukkah balcony, view, elevator, 3,400,000 NIS 

Old Katamon: 4-room apartment, 90 sqm, well split, bright, airy, 
sukkah balcony facing a magnificent panoramic view, 3 exp. Shabbat 
elevator, parking, 3,290,000 NIS 

Old Katamon: Spacious 3-room apartment in a very quiet street, 75 
sqm, sukkah balcony facing a green and pastoral view, 3 exp. Shabbat 
elevator, private parking, storeroom, 2,690,000 NIS 

RASCO: new 4 room apartment, 95m, master suite, 
elevator, balcony, very nice view 2,950,000 NIS
ARNONA: 4-room apartment, 90m, beautifully renovated, 
master suite, balcony, storage, Shabbat elevator, private 
parking 3,250,000 NIS
BAKA: New 4 room apartment in a new building, 88m, 
master suite, storage, Shabbat elevator, private parking, 
3,950,000 NIS
RECHAVIA: 4-room apartment, 92m,  Suka balcony, 
Shabbat elevator, fully accessible, private parking, storage 
4,400,000 NIS
ARNONA: 5-room apartment, 120m, balcony, elevator,  
fully accessible, private parking, storage 4,350,000 NIS
BAKA: 5-room garden apartment, 140m, master suite, 
private parking, storage, full of light, airy, nice garden, 
5,000,000 NIS
OLD KATAMON: Spacious new 5-room penthouse, 155m, 
terrace, great panoramic view, underfloor heating, Shabat 
elevator, 2 parking, + rental unit, 8,900,000 NIS
FOR RENT: BAKA: nice 4-room apartment, 82m, beautifully 
renovated, master suite, air conditioners, balcony,  
2nd floor, elevator - fully accessible, storage, 8,000 NIS

Finding 
Chametz on 

Pesach 
The Torah commands us on that before 

Pesach we must to remove all chametz from 
our domain and possession. This is in order 
not to transgress the prohibition of “bal 
yera’eh” and “bal yimatzei”, i.e. the com-
mandments not to own chametz on Pesach. 
In order to take extra measures to ensure 
one does not transgress possessing chametz 
on Pesach, our Sages required one to both 
physically remove the chametz, and to nullify 
it mentally. The nullification (bitul) removes 
ownership and relationship with the chametz, 
including chametz that is not known to the 
owner, while removing any physical chametz 
is the more practical form of preventing 
transgression. The physical removal is in and 
of itself a mitzvah called “biur chametz” (the 
mitzvah to destroy chametz). An unfortunate 
occurrence can be finding chametz in one’s 
home on Pesach itself. The correct course of 
action is based on several factors.
CHAMETZ FOUND ON CHOL HAMOED

If chametz, in any amount, is found on Chol 
Hamoed, one must immediately dispose of the 
chametz. The chametz must be burned until 
it is no longer edible. Other forms of disposal 
such as throwing in a lake are not sufficient 

once Pesach has begun. Authorities dispute 
whether a bracha should be recited on Chol 
Hamoed when chametz is being burned. The 
accepted ruling is not to say a bracha when 
burning the chametz.
CHAMETZ FOUND ON YOM TOV 

The Gemara in Pesachim (6a) states that 
someone who finds chametz on Yom Tov is 
not allowed to move it and must cover it with 
a utensil or different type of covering. Author-
ities explain that since chametz is prohibited 
to eat, possess or benefit from, it is considered 
muktze (the Rabbinic decree not to move cer-
tain objects on Shabbat and Yom Tov) and may 
not be moved. (See Shulchan Aruch Harav OC 
308:9.) Regardless of the prohibition of moving 
the chametz, our Sages added that it must be 
covered lest one come to eat it accidently. It 
is clear from our Sages that once Yom Tov or 
Shabbat has ended, the chametz should be 
burned as explained above. 

Early authorities debate whether the 
Gemara prohibits moving only chametz that 
was previously nullified (prior to Pesach) or 
even chametz that was not nullified (such as 
receiving a package on Pesach, which has cha-
metz). Rashi, Or Zarua, and others rule that the 
Gemara was only relating to chametz that was 
nullified before Pesach, which is only a trans-
gression of the Rabbinic prohibition of having 
edible chametz in one’s domain. However, if 
someone were to find chametz that was not 
nullified, he must dispose of it on Yom Tov itself, 
since every moment, he is transgressing bal 
yera’eh and bal yimatzei. In contrast, Rambam 
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(Chametz U’matza 2:8) clearly rules that even if 
the chametz is not nullified, one may not move 
it on Yom Tov. Many commentators discuss 
Rambam’s unique position (see Kesef Mishne 
and Rabbeinu Manoach). Later authorities dis-
cuss the issue of removing the chametz. The 
Vilna Gaon and others rule that it makes no 
difference whether the chametz was nullified or 
not, all chametz found on Yom Tov or Shabbat 
must be covered, and only disposed of on Chol 
Hamoed. However, the Aruch Hashulchan (OC 
446) and others rule that non-nullified chametz 
must be disposed of even on Yom Tov, while 
nullified chametz needs to be covered, and 
burned only on Chol Hamoed. The accepted 
position is that of the Vilna Gaon.

An option to resolve the issue of finding 
chametz on Yom Tov or Shabbat is to ask a 
non-Jew to remove it from one’s domain. 
A non-Jew is not obligated to refrain from 
eating chametz or to keep Shabbat laws 
including muktze. Based on this, it would be 
an optimal solution to find a non-Jew and 
have him/her remove the chametz from the 
premises. Even though some authorities 
debated this option, it would still seem that 
it is the optimal solution. In a case where 
chametz was found in one’s home on Yom 
Tov, a non-Jew may be asked to dispose of 
the chametz. 
IN SUMMARY:
• Even after fastidious preparation, some-

times chametz is found in our possession 
on Pesach.

• The only method for the destruction of 

chametz once Pesach has commenced is 
burning. No bracha is recited.

• The consensus among the poskim is if 
chametz is found on Yom Tov, it should 
be covered to prevent handling or eating, 
and it must be burned after the Yom Tov. 
If a non-Jew is available, it is preferable 
to ask him/her to dispose of the chametz.

• If chametz is found on Chol Hamoed, one 
must burn it.  

In the heart of calm and pastoral BAKA -  
Private arab house, 6 rooms, 500m + possibility 
of building 250m, huge garden, approx. 700m, 
completely renovated, underfloor heating + a/c, 
large parking, 5 bathrooms, 5 toilets, green

MENDEL 0528980111

BAKA - New penthouse, 4 rooms in a small 
luxurious building with character, alone 
upstairs, 3rd floor + elevator, 4 orientations, 
3 toilets, 2 bathrooms, terrace / sukkah, 70m, 
parking, store-room

5450000 NIS MENDEL 052-8980111 

MOSHAVA / In a building after TAMA 38, new 
apartment, 4 rooms, 3rd floor + elevator, 
balcony/partial sukah, opened sight,  
2 bathrooms, calm, parking 

MENDEL 052-8980111

BAKA / MEKOR HAIM - 4 rooms, 90m, 2nd floor 
+ elevator, completely renovated, fireplace, a/c, 
gas heating, very central, close to all amenities 

MENDEL 052-8980111

Near Arnona Hatzaira, in a step building, very 
large 5-room apartment + balcony/sukkah, 
40m, renovated, 3rd floor, private entrance, 
quiet, potential for extra independent unit

MICHAEL 052-3202488 

ARNONA – 3 rooms, that will be transformed 
to 90m, 3rd floor with elevator, store-room, 
parking

ONLY 2550000 NIS  
MICHAEL 052-3202488

In the pastoral BAKA - quiet and central, 
stunning villa 350m, in a magical atmosphere, 
designed, pool, 4 bedrooms, cinema room  
and more, 4 bathrooms, garden, parking

MIKAEL 052-3202488

ARNONA HATZEIRA - Very spacious penthouse, 
120m, 4th floor + elevator, huge terrace / 
succah, 75m, open view, 2 parking spaces, 
cellar, 3 toilets, quiet, completely renovated, 
immediate entrance

MICHAEL 052- 3202488

TALBIYA - FOR RENT: Beautiful & bright 
apartment, 70m with a sukka balcony 
& Shabbat elevator, very quiet master 
bedroom, large living room, fitted & new 
kitchen, bathroom with bathtub  
& restroom, free parking for residents

7900 NIS - YAELLE 058-7792141

BAKA - 4 Rooms, 6.500 NIS 
MEKOR HAIM - 4 rooms, 7.990 NIS 
BAKA - 3 rooms, 6000 NIS

MICHAEL 052-3202488

HAMOSHAVA GERMANIT - Large beautiful 
house, 7 rooms, 300m, on 3 levels 
with elevator, private garden, 175m, 
beautiful roof terrace, 100m, quiet 
location pastoral & green, 2 parking 
spots, 2 large storage rooms, basement, 
building rights

MICHAEL 052-3202488




