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Two weeks ago, on Motzaei Shabbat of Par-
shat Shelach, we heard the tragic and painful 
news that two of our soldiers had fallen in 
Gaza over Shabbat: Yakir Teitelbaum Hy”d  
from Maaleh Adumim and Yair Avitan Hy”d  
from Raanana. I did not know Yakir person-
ally; I had met him a few times when visiting 
OU Israel’s Makom Balev Teen Center in 
Maaleh Adumim. Yakir not only attended 
Makom Balev as a teen, but he also became 
a madrich tza’ir (junior counselor) there and 
then eventually a madrich (counselor). He 
was so dear to his advisor, Yosef Bengusi, and 
to our Maaleh Adumim branch manager, 
Koren Moridi. 

Obviously, every life that is taken from us 
is extremely painful, and we collectively lose 
one heartbeat together with every life lost. 
We think about their families, their parents, 
grandparents, and siblings. We think about 
their friends, their former teachers, their 
colleagues, and everyone else whose lives 
will never be the same because of this loss. 
Unfortunately, Yakir is not the first from OU 

Israel’s youth programs that we have lost 
since October 7th.

To my regret, I was not able to make it to 
Yakir’s funeral. I went to the shiva house 
where I met his parents and siblings. They 
shared so much about him and his values. 
I learned about a beautiful family that had 
made aliyah from Detroit and found an 
amazing community in the Mitzpeh Nevo 
community of Maaleh Adumim. Having 
grown up on that same block in Mitzpeh 
Nevo, it hit so close to home for me. Rabbi 
Elisha Aviner and his wife were at the shiva 
house then too. Rabbi Aviner was the rabbi of 
the shul in Mitzpeh Nevo when I lived there, 
and still is now.

For over an hour, I listened to story after 
story of Yakir’s life and about his family. I 
saw how deeply their hearts were broken 
over their Yakir, their son and brother. I am 
sad to say that I have attended many funerals 
and shiva houses from the OU Israel family. 
I think about them every day.

The following morning, my wife and I woke 
up very early for my son Elyashiv’s tekes 
kumta. A tekes kumta is a military ceremony 
that generally takes place early in the morn-
ing, because it comes at the end of a very long 
overnight hike/run (twenty-three kilometers 
for his unit, Shiryon - tanks) that the soldiers 
take as part of their induction period in the 
IDF. In the morning, family members of the 
soldiers are invited to participate in the end 
of the hike, after which is a ceremony where 
the soldiers receive their berets, in this case a 

The OU Israel Family
sends heartfelt condolences to  

Rabbi Shalom Rosner,  
Mitch Rosner, Miriam Goldberg  

and Aviva Taragin  
on the passing of their father

Dr. Fred Rosner z”l
המקום ינחם אתכם בתוך שאר אבלי ציון וירושלים
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black one for the tanks unit. This marks their 
accomplishment of basic training. As always, 
it’s great seeing close friends, many of whom 
are themselves olim, seeing their children 
finish basic training, getting their berets and 
witnessing the special pride families of olim 
have as they watch what their children are 
accomplishing in the IDF.

I did not get to run with Elyashiv, because 
he was in front and I missed him, but my son 
Mordechai and I ran with other soldiers so 
that we could be part of it. It was really a lot 
of fun. But something I noticed this time that 
I had never seen before was that while nor-
mally soldiers ran with an Israeli flag or the 
flag of their unit, this time many of these flags 
had names written on them. I also saw names 
on their backpacks as well. These were names 
of soldiers who had been killed. Each soldier 
who was running in this hike had chosen a 
name to dedicate his run to, of someone who 
had given his life for his people. 

After the run, I finally caught up with 
Elyashiv at the top of the mountain. All the 
soldiers of his group were jubilant, happy to 
have completed the hike. But there was also 
a sense of gravity to the moment. What they 
had just accomplished was for Eretz Yisrael 
and for all those who came before them who 
had fallen, and for the future of the Jewish 
people and the State of Israel.

After I gave him a proud hug, Elyashiv 
finally put down his backpack, and I saw that 
he too chose to dedicate his hike to someone 
whose name was written there. I couldn’t 
believe my eyes. The soldier he had chosen 
was none other than Yakir Teitelbaum Hy”d.

I had not spoken to Elyashiv for some time, 
as he was in basic training. I had not told him 
that the day before, I was sitting with Yakir’s 

family at their shiva house, less than a day 
earlier. He had no idea what Yakir meant to 
me. He had chosen the name of a soldier that 
he connected with, and that was it. He didn’t 
know my mind was filled with the stories I 
heard from his family, from his commanders 
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The OU Israel Center  
and Kehilat Zichron Yosef, Har Nof

together with the Gold family  
invite you to commemorate  

the first yahrzeit of our beloved

Rabbi Sholom Gold zt”l
Wednesday, July 24 (18 Tamuz)

The OU Israel Center,
22 Keren Hayesod, Jerusalem

Tfilat Mincha at 7:30pm  
Followed by Divrei Hesped  

by the honored speakers:
* Rabbi Avi Berman

* Mrs. Lizzie Rubin, - longtime  
member Kehilat Zichron Yosef

* Rabbi Ahron Adler
Aliya LaKever  

Thursday July 25 (19 Tamuz) at 5pm 
Har Hamenuchot waze: 9 גוש מ”י שביל

The kever is Kohanim accessible
Please join us in honoring the  

memory of this true advocate for  
Klal Yisrael and Eretz Yisrael

in the army, from his neighbors and friends. 
What are the chances that my son was think-
ing of him too?

I saw it as a sign from Yakir, a thank you for 
visiting his family the day before. I hope that 
all those who lost their loved ones fighting 
for our country get signs like these, telling 
them that they are with them and love them.

I want to add one more story in this con-
text. Last Monday, my cousins Ira and Tamar 
Weissman married off their daughter. They 
had been neighbors with the Teitelbaum fam-
ily. The siblings of the bride stood under the 
chuppah before the ceremony started and 
talked about the painful news of Yakir’s death 
just forty-eight hours before the wedding. It 
hit home to me how even in the tears and the 

sadness, the loss of life and of our friend, we 
were building anew, creating a new family 
in the Jewish people.

Wishing you all an uplifting and inspiring 
Shabbat,

Rabbi Avi Berman
Executive Director, OU Israel
aberman@ouisrael.org

Be’er Tziporah a"h -
Bottled Water Gemach

Walking down King George St. in Jerusalem 
and want a cold bottle of  water?
 Come help yourself  to a bottle at  

52 King George. 
In loving memory of  Yoni’s wife  

Tziporah a"h, a true Eishes Chayil, always 
full of  chessed, kindness and laughter, and 
brought life and strength to so 

many people, that she touched!  
She was like Aron, who loved 

peace and pursued peace. 
Yoni thanks Hashem for having 

the opportunity of  having Tziporah in 
his life, to learn of  her caring, patience and 
happiness, to overcome her challenges. May 

Tziporah's Neshama be a light onto the world, 
in a time of  darkness, and may her Neshama 

shine to Gan Eden. Yoni misses Tziporah with 
tears in his eyes, as Hashem gave him a gift, a 
crown jewel, now he returns her to Hashem.

With thanks and Toda. Love, Yoni
To help refill the supply -  

send tax deductible donations for  
Be’er Tziporah a"h Bottled Water Gemach 

to Chabad of  Rechavia -  
Rabbi Yisroel Goldberg email

Rabbi@JerusalemChabad.org
02 800-1717

www.JerusalermChabad.org/DonateShekels

הודו לה' כי טוב




