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Introduction to 
Bishul Akum 

The prohibition 
According to Biblical law, food that is 

completely kosher and cooked by a non-
Jew is permitted. However, our Sages 
decreed that such food, even when cooked 
in kosher utensils, is prohibited for con-
sumption. This prohibition is known as 
bishul akum. In the coming weeks we 
will discuss the parameters of this rab-
binic prohibition, including the reasons 
behind the decree, when it applies, and 
the practical halacha for modern indus-
trial kashrut.

Food is a very connecting element in 
every society. That is the basis behind the 
decree of bishul akum. Our Sages were very 
concerned about close relationships with 
non-Jews since intermarriage is a very 
severe transgression. The prohibition effec-
tively limits Jews and gentiles dining with 
each other, although there is no specific 
prohibition against dining with a non-Jew 
per se. (See Rashi on Avodah Zara 31:b.) 
Forbidding the non-Jew’s cooking would 
be enough to create an emotional distance 
such that families wouldn’t marry into 
each other. 

Rabbeinu Tam (Tosfot Avodah Zara 38:a) 
and Rambam (Ma’achalot Asurot 17:9) 

maintain that the decree is based on this 
issue of closeness to non-Jews that could 
lead to intermarriage; this is the opinion of 
most early authorities. However, Rashi and 
others attribute a different reasoning to the 
prohibition of bishul akum, which is that 
non-Jews might mix non-kosher ingredi-
ents into the kosher food. In future articles 
we will discuss whether the parameters of 
bishul akum are based on both of these rea-
sons or just one. However, it is clear from 
numerous sources that the danger of inter-
marriage is the main reason behind the 
prohibition (See Torat Habayit 3:7).

The decree is binding regardless of the 
reason 

Since the transgression of intermar-
riage was the primary concern behind our 
Sages’ decree, their goal was to powerfully 
discourage the possibility of developing 
emotional connections to non-Jews that 
could lead to intermarriage either in 
that generation or the next. Accordingly, 
early authorities discuss whether the 
prohibition of bishul akum still applies 
even in situations where intermarriage 
is not technically possible. For example, 
Rashba, in his responsa (1:248), examines 
the case of food cooked by a priest. Being 
that Catholic priests do not marry nor do 
they have children with whom to inter-
marry, is it permitted to eat food cooked 
by a priest even though the reason for 
bishul akum seemingly does not apply to 
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him? Rashba answers that we have a rule 
regarding rabbinic decrees:  even when 
the reason does not apply, the prohibition 
still stands. This is a necessary element 
in every rabbinic prohibition. Otherwise, 
Rashba explains, people could rationalize 
and find reasons why any decree should 
not apply in their particular situation. 
Accordingly, Rashba concludes that even 
food cooked by a Catholic priest has the 
prohibition of bishul akum. A similar 
ruling is made by Ramban (Avodah Zara 
35:a) regarding non-Jewish royalty who, 
because of their stature, are prohibited 
from marrying Jews. He maintains that 
the fact that the non-Jews are royalty is 
irrelevant, and that the decree of bishul 
akum stands regardless of the reason 
behind it. Taz (YD 112:1) , Shach (YD 
112:4) and Pri Megadim (YD 112:1) cite 
these rulings as axioms of the laws of 
bishul akum.

Other examples
Later authorities discuss similar cases 

where the logic behind bishul akum may 
not apply. Responsa Shevet Kehati (6:273) 
rules that even food cooked by a non-Jew-
ish child is considered bishul akum, despite 
the fact that the chances of marriage seem 
remote. The same is true for food cooked 
in a faraway country where Jews cannot 
travel -- bishul akum still applies.      

In summary:
Our Sages prohibited food cooked by 

gentiles, even if the ingredients and uten-
sils are kosher.

The reason cited by most authorities is 
the risk of intermarriage.

Even in cases with virtually no risk of 
intermarriage, the food is still prohibited, 
including non-Jewish royalty, priests, 
young children, and non-Jews from distant 
lands. 
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Our Sages instituted a decree that certain 
foods cooked by non-Jews are prohibited for 
consumption, even if the ingredients them-
selves are entirely kosher. This prohibition 
is known as Bishul Akum. According to most 
early authorities (see Tosafot, Avodah Zara 
38a), the primary reason for this decree is 
to prevent excessive social interaction that 
could potentially lead to intermarriage. The 
Gemara provides specific examples in which 
food cooked by a non-Jew does not fall under 
this prohibition—particularly when there 
is no intent to cook in the traditional sense. 
This article will explore the halachic status 
of Bishul Akum as it pertains specifically to 
beverages.

THE DISPUTE
The Kenesset Hagedolah (Responsa Bae’i 

Chayei YD 155) addressed the question of 
whether coffee beans cooked by a non-Jew 
would render the resulting coffee prohibited 
due to Bishul Akum. A similar question is 
discussed in responsa Panim Me’irot (2:62), 
regarding beer that had been cooked by 
non-Jews. Additionally, there is testimony 
that the pious AR”I (OBM) refrained from 
consuming beverages prepared by non-Jew 
(Knesset Hagedolah ibid). 

While these sources could be interpreted 

as supporting a stringent approach, the 
overwhelming consensus among halachic 
authorities throughout the generations has 
been to be lenient with regard to beverages. 
In fact, beverages are generally not consid-
ered subject to the prohibition of bishul 
akum.

Two primary Talmudic sources support 
this lenient position. First, the Gemara 
(Avodah Zara 38a) explicitly states that 
water—even when boiled or otherwise 
cooked—is not included in the prohibition of 
Bishul Akum. Based on this, Tosafot (Avodah 
Zara 31b) argue that beer is also excluded, 
since the barley is considered tafel (insignif-
icant) to the water. This is evidenced by the 
fact that the blessing over beer changes to 
Shehakol, indicating that the barley has lost 
its halachic status as a primary ingredient. 
Tosafot conclude that, just as the blessing 
changes, we consider the beverage essen-
tially as water with additives. Since water 
is not subject to Bishul Akum, the same 
exemption applies to beer. This reasoning 
is adopted by the Pri Chadash (YD 114:6) and 
Aruch HaShulchan (YD 113:22), who extend 
Tosafot’s logic to all beverages. The second 
argument relates to coffee: even if one con-
siders ground coffee as a cooked product, 
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it has no use without water. Therefore, it 
is not independently classified as food, and 
thus would not fall under the prohibition of 
Bishul Akum.

In conclusion, all major halachic author-
ities agree that beverages do not constitute 
a violation of Bishul Akum, even when pre-
pared by non-Jews.

COFFEE SHOPS
In light of the above rulings, it would 

appear permissible to purchase regular 
coffee prepared by non-Jews. However, 
many kashrut organizations advise against 
consuming coffee in non-kosher establish-
ments—particularly overseas—not because 
of Bishul Akum, but due to other kosher 
concerns.

These establishments often serve both 
kosher and non-kosher items, with hot 
meat sandwiches being among the most 
problematic. Daily cleaning routines typi-
cally involve washing all utensils with hot 
water, and sometimes this is done without 
soap. Such practices raise significant con-
cerns regarding cross-contamination and 
require case-by-case halachic evaluation 
by a competent authority. Although kiosks 
may differ slightly in setup, caution is still 
advised.

Purchasing coffee from automated 
vending machines presents fewer halachic 
concerns. However, many machines also 
dispense non-kosher beverages. Therefore, 
one should verify that there is no mixture 
or cross-contamination before using them.

COFFEE IN ISRAEL
In Israel, if one enters a coffee shop that 

is under kosher supervision—even if not 
adhering to one’s personal stringency—it 
is generally permissible to purchase coffee 
or tea. Nevertheless, it is advisable to request 
a disposable cup. Additionally, when using 
milk, one should confirm that it carries a cer-
tification with which they are comfortable. 

28, Kovshei Katamon Street, Jerusalem
Tel: 02.5633008 - www.ben-zimra.com

FOR SALE
RASKO CLOSE TO SAN SIMON - Nice, 3 rooms, 
57m, in a building after TAMA 38, good shape, balcony 
with possible exit to garden, quiet, 2,450,000 Nis

IN THE CHARMING PART OF THE CITY CENTER 
Large 3 rooms, 76m, second floor, in a stone  
building with elevator, 2 balconies, 25m, sukkah,  
high ceilings, good shape, quiet, good investment! 
Exclusive, 3,350,000 Nis

GREAT INVESTMENT CLOSE TO EMEK REFAIM 
4 rooms, 80m, first floor, 2 balconies, renovated,  
with process to get a new 5 room apt of 129m,  
in a luxury building with elevator, 12m balcony,  
storage room, parking, 3,650,000 Nis (potential  
to double the investment!)

HEART  OF OLD KATAMON - Nice 4 rooms,  
in a stone building with Shabbat elevator and access 
without stairs, 92m, 3rd floor, balcony with  
panoramic view, bright, storage room, private parking, 
4,700,000NIS, Rare!




