SIMCHAT SHMUEL

ATIVES,

This coming Tuesday, corresponds to the
10th of Tevet. Asara B'Tevet is significant as
on this date the Babylonians laid siege over
Yerushalayim, setting the ground for Churban
Bayit Rishon, on Tisha B ‘Av.

Asara B'Tevet is unique among our minor
fast days, as it is the only one of the minor fast
days that we actually commemorate the fast if
it were to fall on a Friday, the other fasts either
cannot fall on a Friday, or the fast is moved
so as not to be commemorated on Friday. So,
what is different about the nature of the fast
of Asara B'Tevet, that one is required to fast on
this date, even if it falls on a Friday?

The Beit Yosef, cites the Abudraham in
explaining why Asara B’Tevet is different from
all other fast days(in that if it falls on Friday,
we fast on Friday), citing the verse in Yechezkel
24:2-The essence of that very day-(the very same
expression we see in the Torah’s description of
the fast of Yom Kippur)....

The Chatam Sofer explains this idea. In
(each) year that the Temple was destroyed and
remained in ruins on the 9th of Av, the decree

Investment Opportunity

‘| 5 ROOM APT IN ISRAEL

Vo, pired to determine this date

Mitzpe Nevo,
Maale Adumim

48 TORAH TIDBITS 1641 / VAYIGASH

for this to occur was already made from the
10th of Tevet. So too each year, on the 10th of
Tevet it is decreed, whether we will continue to
mourn on the 9th of Av in that year, or whether
we’ll experience redemption. We know that
most fast days cannot occur on Friday or Shab-
bat, as most fast days recall a tragic event of the
past, and therefore would not push aside the
sanctity of Shabbat. But since the fast of the
tenth of Tevet contains within it, this power of
determining or foreshadowing the end of future
pain, it therefore has an aspect of pleasure, and
therefore we can fast on Friday which is the
tenth of Tevet.

The great Dayan and Mekubal Rav Shlomo
Fischer, zt"1 offers a fascinating insight regard-
ing the significance of Asara BTevet in Drashot
Beit Yishai:

It is no coincidence that for each of the rab-
binic fasts, we fast to commemorate the specific
tragedies that have befallen us on these dates,
as our tradition teaches us that there were
additional earlier tragic events which trans-
pired on these dates, as if each of these days was
pre-determined to be a day of
national pain and mourning.
But what earlier event trans-

of the tenth of Tevet as a day
destined for tragedy? Perhaps
we could suggest that the sale
of Yosef occurred on this
date of the Tenth of Tevet-as
the zodiacal sign of the
month of Tevet is the goat,
and the goat is an allusion



to the sin of the sale of Yosef, as the brothers
slaughtered a goat, and dipped Yosef’s cloak
inits blood....As the Talmud teaches us-HaShem
shall make an atonement for the sin of the “Kid”
I gathered...This is an allusion to the Fast of the
Tenth of Tevet containing within it, a tikun for
the sin of the sale of Yosef...

Rabbi Baruch Simon, in his incredible Sefer
Imrei Baruch, brings this all together:

All that ultimately transpired on the tenth of
Tevet, is rooted in the hatred that the brothers
had toward Yosef, that led to his being sold...And
because of our inability to fix this great tragedy),
of unwarranted hatred, we have yet to merit to
see the rebuilding of the Beit HaMikdash, which
was also destroyed due to unwarranted hatred.
Ultimately, the way to atone for the sin of the sale
of Yosef, is through Ahavat Yisrael and Unity,
because in essence each one of us is part of one
collective eternal soul.

In conclusion, let’s heed the beautiful words
of Rabbi Moshe Wolfson, zy'a :

We read the conclusion of this story of Yosef
and his brothers, as we enter into the days sur-
rounding the tenth of Tevet. One must believe and
never give up, that even as we enter the winter
months of darkness and exile, we should know
that Hashem is there with us in our exile...Even
in our dispersion, we are able to positively influ-
ence all whom we come to meet, and bring them
closer to this knowledge of Hashem, and through
this sacred unity we build, may we merit to see
the transformation of these days of fasting and
mourning into days of great joy....

Over these past two years, Am Yisrael, has
seen an incredible ,perhaps unparalleled
level of achdut. Yehi Ratzon, may that achdut
continue to grow as we fast this Asara B'Tevet,
and may this finally be the year when we will
celebrate united as one on the 9th of Ay, in the
Beit HaMikdash. m
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Coming Soon, A New Project By The Same Developer
As Park 8 & Hamesila! Located next to Emek Refaim,
this will be a brand-new, 93 SQM 3-bedroom apartment
with a safe room, big balcony, parking, and storage in a
high-spec building!

Just Listed! Stunning newly renovated 3-room, 2-
bathroom apartment with access to parking in a beautiful
Jerusalem stone building. In talks for TAMA!

Brand-new 146 sqm apartment in a boutique building, 3
beds, 2 baths, accessible, parking & storage. Perfect
chance to add your personal touch! For a great price!

Luxury Twin Apartments Minutes From The Old City!
2 amazing renovated 1-bedroom apartments in a luxury
building with storage & parking. Option to combine!

Amazing Listing! 100 SOM renovated apartment in a
fully accessible building. 3 bedrooms, 2 baths, balcony,
safe room, and 2 parking spots! Contact for virtual tour

al, Ma'ale Adumim

Free Standing Housal 355 sqm, 10 roams, 5 bath. Pool,
Jacuzzi, Sauna. Beautifully renovated and designed with

a massive succah terrace and a stunning view!
Hakatros, Ma'ale Adumim

Amazing Free-Standing home! Gorgeous, renovated
500 SQM home. 7 bedrooms, 5 baths, succah balcony

park ng! and Private Pool! nskini 15.000 NIS|Munth

New Reduced Price! Amazing stand-alone house with a
huge wrap-around garden, 11 bedrooms, 8 baths, 372
SQM built on an almost 600 SQM lot! Contact for info!

Pitom Haketoret, Zayit, Efrat
Just Listed! Incredible semi-attached house with a large

garden, 8 bedrooms, 3.5 baths, close to 300 SQM built.

Private, accessible, & surrounded by greenry Contact Us!
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