
Mastering Our Moments: 
Our Journey from Slavery to Sovereignty 

Rabbi Jeremy Perlow

אסתר א:א1 
רִִׂים וּמֵֵאָָה מְְדִִינָָה. וֵֵׁשְׁרוֹשׁ הַַמֹּּלֵֵךְ מֵֵהֹֹדּוּ וְְעַַד כּוּשׁ שֶׁׁבַַע וְְעֶֶשְׂ וֵֵׁשְׁרוֹשׁ הוּא אֲֲחַַ וַַיְְהִִי בִּּימֵֵי אֲֲחַַ

Now it came to pass in the days of Achashveirosh - he was Achashveirosh who reigned from 
Hodu to Cush, one hundred twenty-seven provinces.
How many kingdoms did אחשורוש rule over? Where else do we find this number?

בראשית כג:א2 
רָָׂשָׂה. נֵֵׁשְׁי חַַיֵּּי  נִִׁשָׁים  נָָה וְְשֶׁׁבַַע  רִִׂים ׁשָׁ נָָה וְְעֶֶשְׂ רָָׂשָׂה מֵֵאָָה ׁשָׁ הְְּיִּיוּ חַַיֵּּי  וַַ

And the life of Sarah was one hundred years and twenty years and seven years; [these 
were] the years of the life of Sarah. 
What root word appears four times in this passuk?  

רש"י שם3 
שְְׁנֵֵי חַַיֵֵּי שָָׂרָָה.  כֻֻּלָָּן שָָׁוִִין לְְטוֹבָָה:

“The years of the life of Sarah” - All of them equally good.
According to Rashi, what is the Torah teaching us with this 
extra repeated word?

בראשית רבה חנ:ג4 
רַַבִִּי עֲֲקִִיבָָא הָָיָָה יוֹשֵֵׁב וְְדוֹרֵֵשׁ וְְהַַצִִּבּוּר מִִתְְנַַמְְנֵֵם בִִּקֵֵּשׁ לְְעוֹרְְרָָן 

אָָמַַר מָָה רָָאֲֲתָָה אֶֶסְְתֵֵּר שֶֶׁתִִּמְְלֹךְ עַַל שֶֶׁבַַע וְְעֶֶשְְׂרִִים וּמֵֵאָָה מְְדִִינָָה, אֶֶלָָּא 
תָָּבוֹא אֶֶסְְתֵֵּר שֶֶׁהָָיְְתָָה בַַּת בִִּתָָּהּ שֶֶׁל שָָׂרָָה שֶֶׁחָָיְְתָָה מֵֵאָָה וְְעֶֶשְְׂרִִים וָָשֶֶׁבַַע 

וְְתִִמְְלֹךְ עַַל מֵֵאָָה וְְעֶֶשְְׂרִִים וְְשֶֶׁבַַע מְְדִִינוֹת.
Rabbi Akiva was once sitting and lecturing and the audience 

began to doze off. He wanted to wake them up. He said: ‘Why was Esther seen fit to reign 
over one hundred and twenty-seven provinces? [The explanation is]: Let Esther, who was 
a descendant of Sarah, who lived one hundred and twenty-seven years, come and reign 
over one hundred and twenty-seven provinces.’
What did Rabbi Akiva say to help his students stay awake during the class?
How would this help keep them awake?!?

Can you imagine students sleeping during the class of Rabbi Akiva?!  
The  ודחשי הרי”ם is quoted as explaining that Rabbi Akiva was reminding his students 
about something very important.  Sarah was an incredible woman who, as Rashi 
explained, appreciated and made the most of every moment Hashem had given her.  
Hashem awarded Sarah tremendously for each moment of her life.
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Let’s do the math: For each year of Sarah’s 127 year life, Esther, Sarah’s descendant, ruled over 
another country, making for a total of 127 countries that she ruled over!  This means that for 
each month of Sarah’s life, Esther was given the gift of kingship over an entire city (a country 
contains at least 12 cities.) Also, for each week of Sarah’s life, Esther was rewarded with a town 
(a city has at least four towns), AND for each day of Sarah’s life Esther was rewarded with a 
neighborhood or section of the town. Finally, If we break it down even further, for every sec-
ond of Sarah’s life, Esther was rewarded with an entire block!

If that is the incredible reward for Sarah using her time well, what can we accomplish with our 
time?  How much reward does Hashem have in store for us?  Each moment Hashem grants us 
in this world is precious beyond words containing infinite potential!

Did you know?  
The Chidushei Ha’Rim (Rabbi Yitzchak Meir Alter, 1799–1866) was 

the founder of the Ger Chassidus in Poland, the largest Chasidic group in 
Poland before the Holocaust.  He was also a student of the Kotzker Rebbe 
and a descendant of Rashi!

The Source of Our Gift of Time

שומת יב:ב5 
י הַַשָּׁׁנָָה. ים רִִאשׁוֹן הוּא לָָכֶֶם לְְחׇדְְׁשֵׁ הַַחֹֹדֶֶשׁ הַַזֶּּה לָָכֶֶם רֹֹאשׁ חֳֳדָָׁשִׁ

This month shall mark for you the beginning of the months; it shall be the first of the months 
of the year for you.

Which mitzva was Hashem giving to בני ישראל here?  
Based on the third word in this פסוק who do you think is in charge of setting the calendar?
Did you know?  This was the very first mitzva that בני ישראל received as a nation!

ספורונ שם6 
הֶֶּבָּם  כֶֶּלָּׁם, לַַעֲֲשׂוֹת   ים שֶׁ אן וָָאֵֵילָָךְ יִִהְְיוּ הֶֶחֳֳדָָׁשִׁ הַַחֹֹדֶֶשׁ הַַזֶּּה לָָכֶֶם רֹֹאשׁ חֳֳדָָשִׁׁים. מִִּכָּ

כֶֶּלָּׁם, אֲֲבָָל הָָיוּ לַַעֲֲבוֹדַַת אֲֲחֵֵרִִים   עְְׁשִּׁבּוּד לֹא הָָיוּ יְְמֵֵיכֶֶם שֶׁ רְְּכִּצוֹנְְכֶֶם, אֲֲבָָל בִּּימֵֵי הַַ
י. חִִּבְּירִִּיִּ י בוֹ הִִתְְחִִיל מְְצִִיאוּתְְכֶֶם הַַ נָָׁה, ּכִּ אשׁוֹן הוּא לָָכֶֶם לְְחָָדְְשֵׁׁי הַַשָּׁ וּרְְצוֹנָָם, לְְפִִיכָָךְ ִרִ

“This month shall be for you the beginning of months.” From here on, 
the months shall be yours - to use them as you wish. But in the days of 
bondage, your days were not your own; they were for the labor and will of 
others. Therefore, it shall be the first for you among the months of the year, 
for in it began the reality of your chosen (free) existence.

Why do you think Rosh Chodesh was the first mitzva given to בני ישראל? 
Do slaves have their own time to think about life?  What was now beginning to change as בני 
?were in the process of transitioning out of their slavery mindsets ישראל
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אובת ד:יז7 
הוּא הָָיָָה אוֹמֵֵר: יָָפָָה שָָׁעָָה אַַחַַת בִִּתְְשׁוּבָָה וּמַַעֲֲשִִׂים טוֹבִִים בָָּעוֹלָָם הַַזֶֶּה, מִִכָָּל חַַיֵֵּי 

הָָעוֹלָָם הַַבָָּא, וְְיָָפָָה שָָׁעָָה אַַחַַת שֶֶׁל קֽֽוֹרַַת רֽֽוּחַַ בָָּעוֹלָָם הַַבָָּא, מִִכָָּל חַַיֵֵּי הָָעוֹלָָם הַַזֶֶּה.
He (Rabbi Yaakov) would say: A single moment of repentance and good 
deeds in this world is greater than all of the World to Come. And a single 
moment of bliss in the World to Come is greater than all of the present world.

Why do you think תשבוה and עמשים טבוים may be even more important than 
all of לועם הבא?

Discussion: In what ways can we be like שרה אונמ and make the most of each 
moment Hashem gives us?
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Kids’ Kollel Torah R iddle Time
How many Hebrew letters are in the names of all the people 

who attended the משתה that אסתר put together?  
Remember that on Purim we erase the memory of עמלק and all his descendants!
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